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Meet the man who invented email at the
age of 14
The young inventor, who hails from Mumbai, is an engineer, entrepreneur, and a writer.

The importance of email in the modern business communication is undeniable. Every day, millions of
emails are sent and received across the world because they're instant and cheap, keep records
and are distance independent. There is no limit to its use. You can send one email to multiple people,
automate mails and what not!

Have you even wondered who the genius is who came up with the idea of emails and made it a
reality?

VA Shiva Ayyadurai, hailing from a Tamil family in Mumbai, is recognised to have invented the email
at the tender age of 14.
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Read on more about the young inventor and the history of email:

1. Ayyadurai was only in high school when he volunteered for the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ), where his mother worked. There, he met the scientist Les
Michelson, under whose tutelage he invented the email.

2. Ayyadurai says that he was about to drop out of high school at that point of time because he was
too bored, when one of his teachers urged him to participate in a science contest of great
importance. He ended up winning an honours award out of it with his work on 'a High Reliability,
NetworkWide, Electronic Mail System'.

3. Ayyadurai won a Westinghouse Science Talent Search Award for high school seniors in 1981 for
his work.

4. He invented the email in 1978 and copyrighted it on Aug 30, 1982. The program was designed for
use in medicine and dentistry. Soon after that, he started attending MIT as an undergraduate.

5. Prior to 1978, various components of email were in development, though these did not constitute
an email system you could use. There were methods to transfer messages from one computer to
another. The only people who could use that were rocket scientists and computer programmers.

 6. According to Ayyadurai, his email system was created not only for technical people but as an
initiative to make communication easier and accessible for ordinary users such as a doctor, a
dentist or a secretary.

7. However, doctors didn't show much interest in using computers but email proved to be
revolutionary for people doing research since it made them switch to computers from typewriters as
it was possible to finally send your writing to other people.

8. Ayyadurai has been part of several controversies since then as the invention of email has been
claimed by several people including Ray Tomlinson, who is credited with starting the use of '@'
instead of a period in the email address.

9. The earlier interface was composed of all the basic functions like inbox, outbox, memo (To, From,
Date, cc, bcc). However, the address was composed of a period '.' instead of '@'.

10. Currently, Ayyadurai, who has at various times been an entrepreneur (EchoMail) and engineer
(Lotus), is the director of the Media and Organizational Biomimetics Initiative. He is also the author
of The Email Revolution and has been credited and rewarded with several titles and awards.

Interested in General Knowledge and Current Affairs? Click here to stay informed and know
what is happening around the world with our G.K. and Current Affairs section.

To get more updates on Current Affairs, send in your query by mail to
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COMMENT DO YOU LIKE THIS STORY?  5  2

Click here for more stories

    

YOU MAY LIKE  by Taboola Sponsored Links   

auto.ndtv.com

The Week

MyUniverse

Honda Dio: Specs, Features, and Photos

SC Tells Karnataka To Release 15,000 Cusecs of Cauvery Water to TN

Personal Loan Process at its Simplest

3 h

Did you know that the inventor of 'emails' is

an Indian? Read on to know more about

him. You'll be surprised.

India Today
Education





http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/advanced_search.jsp?searchword=Email&searchtype=text&search_type=article
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/advanced_search.jsp?searchword=Email%20Inventor&searchtype=text&search_type=article
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/advanced_search.jsp?searchword=Electronic%20Mail&searchtype=text&search_type=article
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/advanced_search.jsp?searchword=Va%20Shiva%20Ayyadurai&searchtype=text&search_type=article
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/categorylist/current-affairs/1/908.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/inventor-of-email/1/763948.html#comment
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/category/news/1/526.html
http://info.crowdynews.com/crowdynews-social-media-curation-widget-contact-us?utm_source=cn-widget-logo&utm_medium=cn-regular&utm_campaign=cn_widget
http://pr.ybp.yahoo.com/cj/cd/WjXbI6jXet0am3kBjI7FF8bfR8Yni8WZM5tJ1Wj_KVCFJmhox_pgTYJ3uaFqX7GOky06t_2h6kE6dPZ8VjV1d1wRsiAxDjIcICsJa6xWI9T8BDbUnXaQgX5Glhxi1ZiB/rurl/https://www.rummycircle.com/play-rummy-win-money-tamil.html?UID=30&utm_source=Yahoo&utm_medium=Desktop_Banner&utm_content=APAC_IN_Rummy_Saloon_tamil-300x250_072716&utm_campaign=APAC_IN_RummyCircle_oCPM_020916
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=indiatoday-indiatoday&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=indiatoday-indiatoday&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=indiatoday-indiatoday&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://www.carandbike.com/honda-bikes/dio?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=indiatoday-indiatoday
http://www.theweek.in/news/india/supreme-court-karnataka-cauvery-water-tamil-nadu.html?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=contextual&utm_content=karnataka%20cauvery&utm_campaign=Taboola%20Website%20clicks&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=indiatoday-indiatoday
http://smxindia.in/?a=41&c=1506&s1=
http://www.liveinstyle.com/celebrity-news/mommy-be-kareena-kapoor-khan-boldly-changing-bollywood-norms?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=indiatoday-indiatoday&utm_content=Mommy-To-Be+Kareena+Kapoor+Khan+Is+Boldly+Changing+Bollywood+Norms
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/inventor-of-email/1/763948.html

