
Tuesday, March 8th, 2016

“CORRECTION: THE INVENTOR OF EMAIL IS
STILL ALIVE”

On the day Ray Tomlinson’s death hogged media limelight with the deceased being credited with
inventing email, a Mumbai-born US scientist has claimed that the real inventor was still alive.

Dr VA  Shiva Ayyadurai has been fighting for the legitimacy over his claim of having invented the email
for years.

According to Ayyadurai,  Tomlinson was just the inventor of “simple text messaging” and not email as
we know it today.

He says that as a 14-year-old research fellow at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ), located in Newark, New Jersey, he had invented email in 1978.

Quoting the excerpts of his email, Indian Express reported, “I had been assigned to create a software
system that duplicated the features of the Interoffice Mail System, which was simply a manila
envelope that physically circulated around a workplace. The envelope contained the Interoffice Memo
with Attachments, and comments from various recipients on a given topic. I named my software
“EMAIL,” (a term never used before in the English language), and I even received the first US Copyright
for that software, officially recognising me as The Inventor of Email, at a time when Copyright was the
only way to recognise software inventions, since the US was not recognising software patents.”

Dr Ayyadurai says that Tomlinson’s idea was just to send text messages between two computers but
that wasn’t email.

“Since email, as we all know, is a system that includes features such as Inbox, Outbox, Drafts, Folders,
Attachments, Carbon Copies. Groups, Forwarding, Reply, Delete, Archive, Sort, Bulk Distribution, and
more.”
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He claims this full system was his invention.

The India-born scientist took to twitter to blame the lack of credit to his ethnicity and colour of skin.

He tweeted, “I’m the low-caste,dark-skinned,India,who DID invent #email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9od6oIqHDH0 …, not Raytheon,who profits from war,death and
lies.”

I'm the low­caste,dark­skinned,India,who DID invent #email
youtube.com/watch?v=9od6oI…, not Raytheon,who profits from
war,death and lies.
8:40 AM ­ 7 Mar 2016
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Dr. Shiva Ayyadurai  
 @va_shiva

 Follow

 YouTube  @YouTube

He received plenty of support to his claims on twitter while media including jantakareporter.com was
duped into believing that it was Tomlinson who had invented the email.

Here are some examples:
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Ray Tomlinson is attributed with "@" and many other achievements
but Dr. Shiva Ayyadurai @va_shiva has the copyright on email.
R.I.P Ray.
4:18 PM ­ 7 Mar 2016
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If #Email was #invented by Ray Tomlinson, then who is @
@va_shiva? why is the world ignoring him?
5:09 PM ­ 7 Mar 2016
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Akshay Kurup  
 @theakshaykurup

 Follow

@va_shiva Thank you for your contribution, Dr. Ayyadurai. The
truth will ultimately triumph. I pray you get justice. God bless you.
9:25 AM ­ 7 Mar 2016
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7 MarDr. Shiva Ayyadurai  
 @va_shiva
@jamesgeorge Well said. But he didn't say a word when Raytheon
unleashed racist propaganda against me & took the Awards,he
didn't deserve.

James George  
 @jamesgeorge
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He invented email at age 14 now He is transforming our health with
his technology @va_shiva vashiva.com
9:21 AM ­ 7 Mar 2016
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Sandy Fox  
 @SandyFoxWorld

 Follow

Well said! @va_shiva founded Innovation Corps to encourage kids
of color 2 innovate. He is principled & courageous!
twitter.com/msnathalieott/…
8:46 PM ­ 7 Mar 2016
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Fran Drescher  
 @frandrescher

 Follow

@frandrescher @va_shiva Has there been any moving forward w/
this issue? Has any1 come out & apologized for not naming Shiva
EMail creator?
5:27 AM ­ 8 Mar 2016
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7 MarFran Drescher 
 @frandrescher
@AlexandryaSun @va_shiva when I c it I'll believe it. Whn u C how
unethical big biz is, u c tht capitalism creates greedy monsters.

Alexandrya❂  
 @AlexandryaSun

 Follow
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Support to Sri Sri event may have considerably
dented brand Arvind Kejriwal
7 comments • 6 days ago

Rohit — Very true... It has taken a lot of effort from
AK to established himself as pro­minority leader.
And who can openly speak up against the …

Himgiri Zee Group University: Pan India fake
degree and land scam
3 comments • 4 days ago

vijay — Let Mr. Chaudhary of Zee News take note
of this facts and undertake DNA test in his popular
news show.....

Modi government’s AYUSH ministry says ‘we
don’t recruit Muslims’
27 comments • 5 days ago

Kamal — Muslims oppose yoga tooth and nail but
want all possible benefits. How can this be possible.
They oppose this ancient Indian science just for …

Court directs Delhi University to bring records
of Smriti Irani’s educational qualification
4 comments • 4 hours ago

RadicalPuli — Great going Indian judiciary. Quick
action on a case filed on June '15. Claps claps.
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